GERMAN REPRISALS
theless, was sore and angry at what he considered to be his harsh
treatment over this incident, and it left him very ill-disposed to
Great Britain.
This was by no means the only incident which caused trouble.
At the beginning of October, Lansdowne warned the German Am-
bassador that if Japan became involved in war with Germany through
breaches of neutrality, Great Britain would be bound under her treaty
to intervene. Thereupon the Kaiser wrote angrily to the Tsar (Willy
to Nicky) that he was being threatened with British opposition if
he permitted German coal to be sent to the Russian fleet on its way
out to the Far East, and this new danger, he said, " would have to
be faced in community by Russia and Germany together who would
both have to remind your ally, France, of the obligations she had
taken over in the Treaty of Dual Alliance with you, the casusfaderis"
"It is out of the question," he added, " that on such an invitation
France would try to shirk her implicit duty towards her ally. Though
Delcasse is an Anglophil enrage, he will be wise enough to understand
that the British fleet is utterly unable to save Paris ! In this way a
powerful combination of three of the strongest continental Powers
would be formed, to attack whom the Anglo-Japanese group would
think twice before acting/'1
When it came to the point the Kaiser shrank from putting the
question of neutrality to the test and left the Hamburg-America line
to do the coaling, if it could, at its own risk. But he incited the Tsar
to bring his Black Sea fleet through the Straits to join up with his
Baltic fleet, and endeavoured to persuade him that, if he acted boldly
and presented the British with the accomplished fact, he would suffer
nothing worse than an ineffectual explosion of temper on their part.
In view of the known relations of Great Britain and Japan, there
could scarcely have been more reckless advice. The Tsar had the
good sense to take soundings in London with results that decided
him not to risk that stroke.
fear of hostile torpedo boats which caused them to fire was not justified.
Upon this the Russian Government paid compensation and the affair was
wound up.
1 GJP. XIX, No. 6118.
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